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I would like to start by congratulating all the children and their teachers in preparing for this 

wonderful assembly! Thank you to all parents who have been able to find the time to come and join 

with us.  It is wonderful that we can work with our high school partners to use these facilities today.  

Thank you to Glenn Schultz for assisting with the venue access and IT arrangements and to Mr 

Poynter in coordinating the set up for today’s celebration assembly. 

 

2019 has been another wonderful year for all of us at Taroona Primary School.  Our school is so very 

fortunate to have: 

 amazing staff, who are dedicated and highly skilled  

 engaged students, who love learning, and  

 committed families and volunteers, who work in partnership with us to make our school a 

vibrant learning community.  

 

Taroona Primary School is committed to supporting every learner, every day. Our team works hard 

to plan and deliver educational opportunities that both challenge and extend our learners.  

Together we build in our students the skills of being a great learner - such as setting personal goals, 

striving for excellence, building resilience when things don’t go to plan, working with others and 

thinking creatively to solve challenges.  

 

Throughout 2019 our school has embraced many exciting learning opportunities for both students 

and teachers. Our students have been presented with many different leadership roles, including 

representing TPS at Kingborough Council, representing our school on TV, radio and in newspaper 

interviews, showcasing student learning at the THS STEM Next Expo, and presenting workshops at 

the Kids 4 Kids sustainability expo at UTAS.   

A major achievement was the establishment of our Year 3-6 TPS Student Parliament, with students 

presenting speeches to their peers and going through an election process to take on leadership 

roles including Prime Minister, Leader of the Opposition and Minister or Assistant to the Minister in 

a range of portfolios such as Environment; Health, Sports and the Arts; Events; and Finance and 



Facilities. Sittings of parliament have been held 3-4 times each term and a number of whole school 

activities have been run by the student parliamentarians to improve the life of the school and to 

raise money for charity. Our TPS parliament has been featured in The Mercury and on Win News, 

and next week the Children’s Commissioner will be visiting on Monday to meet with the group. 

What a wonderful opportunity for our students! 

Throughout 2019 we have also seen an increase in student-directed learning across all classes.  

Examples include: the 1-2 students enquiring into Swift Parrots, Endangered Species and 

Sustainability practices; our 3-4 students presenting Genius Hour passion projects to family and 

community members; and our 5-6 students exploring our Playground Behaviour data and running a 

school-wide playground trial that has resulted in many positive outcomes for students across the 

school. 

This year all Kinder to Year 6 classes engaged in regular nature play sessions on the Taroona High 

School Reserve and Beach areas, under the guidance of Nature Play Expert Kara Spence.  This 16-

week, spaced learning program for teachers and students was made possible with financial support 

from the TPSA, allowing our learners to engage, explore and respond to a range of outdoor 

provocations including ropes, whittling tools and fire.  It is so exciting to see our teachers 

independently implementing regular nature play sessions for their students, which teachers will 

continue to deliver into 2020 and beyond.  

 

This year, our school has also been recognised for our work in the area of student wellbeing. The 

Minister of Education came in July to launch the 2019 Student wellbeing surveys and a DoE film 

crew recently visited to interview students and myself about Wellbeing at Taroona.  Watch out for 

a soon to be released video snapshot of student wellbeing across Tasmanian schools and colleges 

featuring a few of us from Taroona. 

 

And there are many more achievements that could be added to this list, which are testament to the 

passion, commitment and dedication of our outstanding staff.  I would like to thank each and every 

member of the Taroona Primary School Team for the positive and enthusiastic contribution that 

they make to the education of our children, each and every day.   

 



I would also like to take this opportunity to personally thank our school leadership team – Bianca 

Long, Alex McNamara, Emma Nuttall, Tony Poynter, Hilary Purdie and Frances Thorp. Thank you for 

your support, your expertise and your dedication to our school and community.   

 

We are also extremely fortunate at Taroona to have active and hard-working parents and 

community volunteers; people who are committed to seeking out the best opportunities for our 

school and who help out with classroom programs, excursions and school community events and 

programs. It was wonderful to recognise their efforts at our Volunteers Thankyou Afternoon Tea 

last Friday, and acknowledge their contributions to our students and their learning.  

 

The Taroona Primary School Association plays a significant role in supporting the school, and my 

leadership. I would like to formally thank Leah Magliano and Simona Timmins (School Association 

Chairs during 2019), Alex Terhell & Kate Brown (Deputy Chairs during 2019), Susan DePaoli & Kate 

Brown (Secretaries during 2019), Mike Davis (Treasurer), and the TPSA Committee and 

subcommittees for their ongoing commitment, support and energy.  In particular, I would like to 

recognise the outstanding efforts and commitment of the 2019 Seaside Festival Subcommittee and 

their team of volunteers, who delivered a spectacular event on November 30.  What an amazing 

day, made possible through the hard work and sheer determination of the subcommittee, our 

volunteers, our community partners and the generosity of our many sponsors.  Thank you to all 

involved. 

 

It is important that I finish by acknowledging the outstanding success once again of our students.  

At Taroona we recognise and celebrate learning, not only in an academic sense, but also in every 

student's capacity to improve and mature in their social and emotional growth.  At Taroona: 

 every individual is valued for who they are at this point in time, as part of our community;  

 every child is supported in their own learning needs to succeed, and  

 our school community recognises and celebrates when children put in sustained efforts that 

lead to success. 

 

I am tremendously proud of the progress our learners have made this year, and I would like to 

thank every student for their efforts and for always striving to be the best that they can be.    

 



Taroona Primary School is a centre of educational excellence. I feel privileged to be your Principal 

and I look forward to 2020 where we will continue to work together, in partnership with families and 

our community partners, to deliver programs that align with our school vision of developing creative 

thinkers, connected learners and inspired leaders.  

 

Thank you. 
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