
 

 

 

7/3/2019 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Annual General Meeting: Committee update 

As you would know your Taroona Primary School Association (TPSA) held their Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 

5th March 2019. We are pleased to announce a new TPSA  

But first, the new Committee wish to formally thank our previous Committee for their contributions and hard work 

over the past two years. Our sincere thanks go to our outgoing Committee members: Penny Brodribb (ex Secretary), 

Belinda Leeson, Nicky Adams, Debbie Clarke (Teacher) and Martine Siltman. The new Committee hope that these 

parents still contribute and stay in touch with the Association as we value their experience and passion for our 

School. 

Importantly we wish to welcome our new Committee and you can read all about them below. 

Please feel free to approach any of us by email, phone or in person, come to the meetings or get involved any way 

you can. It is really rewarding (Martine wouldn’t have done it for so long if it wasn’t) and your children will love 

seeing you be involved! 

Best wishes 

 

Leah Magliano, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our new Committee - parents above and teachers below. 

 

 

 

The new Committee Executive members are: 



Leah Magliano (Chair)  

I have been on the committee for the past 3 years, one of those as Chair already. I was one 

of the Seaside Festival Coordinators (still getting over that one) and it is that time again. I 

have 3 children, 1 still at the School in Grade 5 (Olivia Harnwell)). My other Sons, Nick and 

Pat having moved to Taroona High School (THS). I put up my hand to be Chair because I 

want to know what is happening in my children’s environment and I want to play a part in 

shaping that. I do have a busy day job and work full time so I won’t be as present/visible at 

the school as much as I would like but that doesn’t mean I am not accessible to you. I am 

always willing to be emailed or telephoned and Friday afternoons will be a great time if you 

would like to meet up with me for any reason.  I look forward to our new relationship and really hope we can make 

this a fruitful year in working together with the committee and the staff for our children. 

   

  Alex Terhell (Deputy Chair)  

I am now in my second year on the Committee! You may recognise me as being one of the 

Friday Canteen volunteers and last year was very involved in the Qkr introduction for the 

Association! My child, Chloe, is in Grade 5 this year and my other child, Joel Terhell, graduated 

from Grade 6 in 2017 and attends Taroona High. I am passionate about local schools and the 

great sense of community they inspire. I’ve spent over 11 years working in the education sector 

in human resources and have completed post-graduate study in education too! I am keen to 

continue to support Leah and our other Committee members in their roles. I am at School each 

Friday and will try to attend as many School assemblies as I can to see the children and teachers showcasing amazing 

learning and teaching! 

 

Mike Davis (Treasurer)  

I’m now in my second year as treasurer for the TPSA.  Being green to the role last year I was 

pleasantly surprised by the extent of work the TPSA has accomplished both before my time 

& at present.  I have a child in prep & look forward to continuing the strong initiatives & 

great work that our committee members undertake to compliment the excellent work of 

teachers, staff, parents & students of Taroona Primary.     

 

          Susan De Paoli (Secretary) 

I have recently moved back to Taroona with my partner Tom and our special little people Sophia 7 

and Vincent, 3. They are settling into the school community, enjoying socialising with new friends 

and experiencing all the wonderful learning opportunities on offer. I grew up in Taroona and 

attended Taroona Primary School, some 30 + years ago. It’s nice to see the little cubby play houses 

still standing, the long slide and the Kinder/Prep area still remains relatively unchanged. I will never 

forget lining up for carob buds and milky freezes at the tuckshop, the terror of singing solo for Mr 

Horsley (I was tone deaf apparently), string and recorder ensemble with Mr Howe, daily bush play & cross country 

and the destruction of track suits and sneakers while sliding down to the big oval on our backsides. It was such a fun, 

carefree childhood! After studying fine arts and early childhood education Tom and I enjoyed years working in 

remote Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory and then Katherine, where I was lucky enough to 

experience Katherine School of Air in the NT. If ever visiting Katherine, call into the tourist room of the school and 

learn about the “World’s Largest Classroom.” We are so happy to be back in Taroona with simple goals for our 

children. To experience a similar carefree childhood that I was able to enjoy, where they can walk to school safely, 

gain an excellent education in a supportive, nurturing school environment and develop lifelong friendships. 

 



Simona Timmins 

I have recently joined the Committee as I have a son in Prep, Ethan Buckley. I am keen to hear 

views from other parents and teachers as to how the Taroona Primary School Association can 

support the School to offer our children a positive and stimulating education and sense of 

community. I have a background in international legal capacity building, and I hope my 

experience working in a culturally-diverse learning environment can be of benefit to this role. 

Please do feel free to have a chat with me at any time.’   

 

 

 

Dominique Bowen Butchart 

This will be my first year as a committee member. I have been a parent at Taroona Primary 

School for over four years now, with my daughter Ariette in grade three this year, and my son 

Augustus in Prep. We are very privileged community at Taroona Primary School, our academic 

and non-teaching staff are top notch, our Principal progressive, our environment beautiful and 

we have a parents and teachers committee who actually carry some weight. During my time 

on this committee, I would love to see our teachers provided with more resources and 

support, and our children’s education enriched beyond the curriculum. I am an advocate for 

creativity and life skills, and nurturing a child’s strength and individuality whilst enabling 

resilience.  I encourage all our parents to support our children’s school however possible and 

to have a voice. I love a coffee and a natter most days, so feel free to grab me for a chat.  

Kate Brown (Committee Member)  

I have been on the Committee for 8 of the past 10 years, having had my eldest son 

(Josh, now 14) attend Taroona Primary, through to my other children Ben (grade 6) 

and Ethan and Nicholas (both Prep). I served as Secretary through a great majority of 

that time, but am now very happy attending meetings as a non-Exec/Committee 

member. I am a busy stay at home mum, with a professional background as a Social 

Worker (in the areas of child protection, domestic violence, welfare and family 

support). I am very excited in the make-up of the current Committee (fresh faces, new 

ideas/perspectives) and look forward to the year ahead. I wish you all a happy and 

successful 2019. If I can be of assistance to your family, please do not hesitate to get in touch or grab me in the 

playground/at the school. 

 

Alex McNamara 

Hi, I’m Alex McNamara and have been on the teaching staff at Taroona Primary School 

since 2012 and with the department for over 26 years, in a wide range of areas & 

schools. I am currently teaching Grade 3/4D and am also a part of the school’s 

Leadership Team. Outside of school I have three girls, aged 15, 13 & 9, so life is busy! 

I’m looking forward to representing the staff and supporting the TPSA, especially in 

the area of education around online safety 

 

 

 



Danielle Bresnehan 

This is my fifth year as Principal of Taroona Primary. During this time it has been 

wonderful to work with such engaged parents and community members in delivering our 

school vision of developing Creative Thinkers, Connected Learners and Inspired Leaders!   

I always look forward to the regular monthly TPSA meetings and know that, with the 

support of our new TPSA Committee, 2019 is going to be another exciting year for our 

school community. 

  

 

Tony Poynter  

 Tony Poynter works as Assistant Principal at Taroona Primary where he is responsible for 

a range of administrative tasks and teaches 0.4 on one of the 5-6 classes. 

 

 

 

Damien Cameron 

I am new to the committee, but not new to Taroona.  My family moved from Liverpool 

and “set up shop” in Taroona in 1927 and I have lived in Taroona my entire life. I have a 

Batchelor of Arts degree (Geography and Environment), and a Batchelor of Fine Arts 

degree (Graphics and Illustration).  I am currently a Teacher Assistant at Taroona Primary 

School, and I am slowly working my way through a Masters of Teaching degree. I have 

been the stay home parent for my three daughters, Isla (grade 6), and twins Cully and 

Romy (grade 4).  My wife Nicky, is a Social Worker for the Government. My interests and 

loves include the Tasmanian bush and endemic birds, art, and playing music. I am keen to meet you all, and eager to 

contribute to the wellbeing of Taroona. 

   

 


